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-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith 
(or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 
THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at 
the initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . fXl This communication is responsive to 8/2 1/2002 (the Terminal Disclaimer) . 



2. (Xl The allowed claim(s) is/are 16-33; they are renumbered as 1-18 

3. □ The drawings filed on are acceptable as formal drawings. 

4. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
a) □ All bjD Some* cjD None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: . 

5. IXl Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT 
EXTENDABLE. 

6. □ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives 

reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

7. Kl Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

(a) Kl including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) attached 

DD hereto or 2) Kl to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been 

approved by the examiner. 

(cjD including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in the Office action of 
Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

8. D Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any reply to this letter should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES CODE/SERIAL 
NUMBER). If applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of 
the NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE should also be included. 



Attachment(s) 

1 □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

3 □ Notice of Draftsperson 's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

5 □ Information Disclosure Stat8ment(s) (PTO-1449), Paper No(s). 

7 n Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit of Biological 
Material 

SD Other 



2 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

4 □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3), Paper No. 

6 n Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8 Kl Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is the answer to the Terminal 
Disclaimer (in ref. US Pat. 6,044,363) received on 8/21/2002 
f which paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 16-33 are pending in this application. 

Drawingrs 

3. Since allowable subject matter has been indicated, 
applicant is encouraged to submit formal drawings in 
response to this Office Action. The early submission of 
formal drawings will permit the Office to review the 
drawings for acceptability and to resolve any informalities 
remaining therein before the application is passed to issue. 
This will avoid possible delays in the issue process. 

Allowable Subject Matter & Reasons for Allowance 

4. Independent claims 16, 24, 32, 33 are patentable distinct 
over a closest reference of Fujisaki in view of Chavez et 
al. because Fujisaki omits any teaching about a maximum 
margin of an acceptable price to pay (proposed by each 
bidder) and Chavez et al. only suggested that in their 
system, the sale price is lower than that initially set by 
the seller that is in contrast to an auction procedure 
wherein the seller' s price increases as the auction 
progresses. These above claims share a common limitation 
of: 

- means/step of deciding if an auction assumes a competitive 
state by the plurality of bidders proposing the same 
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conditions, then increasing a bid price and resolving the 
competitive state again in accordance with the increased bid 
price and the maximum margins proposed by the competitive 
bidders . 

5. Dependent claims 17-23, 25-31 are patentable because of 
dependencies of independent claims (16 and 24). 

Conclusion 

6. Claims 16-33 are patentable. They are renioitibered as 1- 
18. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to 
examiner Cuong H. Nguyen, whose telephone number is 
(703)305-4553. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Friday from 7:15 AM-3:15 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ms. Wynn Coggins, 
can be reached on (703)308-1344. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Issue 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

c/o Technology Center 2100 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: (703) 746-7239 (Official) 

Or: (703) 74 6-5572/74 6-7240 (for draft communications) 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. 

Primary Examiner 
August 30, 2002 



